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1. Megacities
a. The emerging MEGACITIES of the world

• Megacity: A vast urban area containing a number of cities and their 
surrounding suburbs: “super cities” with more than 10 million 
people. Most are found in low-income nations.

In 1975 there were only 5 megacities worldwide.
In 2003, there were 20 megacities. 
By 2014, the number of megacities had grown to over 30.
2018: Megacities = 31
By 2030, the number of megacities will grow to over 40.

In 1950 only 30% of the world pop. (2.5 billion) were 
urban: by 2025 over 60% of the world population will be 
urban (over 5 billion).

1

2

3

http://www.mongabay.com/igapo/cities.htm
http://www.citypopulation.de/World.html
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2. Urban Problems

Problems stemming from 
inadequate public support and 
underdevelopment include:

• High unemployment

• Inadequate housing

• Poor transportation

• Insufficient medical services

• High rates of pollution

• Food/water shortage
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http://www.theglobaleconomy.com/compare-countries/
http://www.zdnet.com/article/are-megacities-sustainable/
http://www.bls.gov/fls/intl_unemployment_rates_monthly.pdf
http://www.habitat.org/sites/default/files/gv-catalog-causes-of-inadequate-housing-lac.pdf
http://www.comcec.org/UserFiles/File/WorkingGroups/Transport6/6-Transport-Report.pdf
http://www.who.int/social_determinants/resources/knus_final_report_052008.pdf
http://www.igbp.net/images/18.19895cff13e9f675e2540f/1376383188367/NL80-melamed_fig1.gif
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2015/feb/25/sao-paulo-brazil-failing-megacity-water-crisis-rationing
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2. Megacity Problems: Examples
b. Problems of inadequate housing - Shantytown

Development (and clearance)

Rio de Janiero, Brazil (pop ~12 mil)      Lagos, Nigeria, Africa (pop ~15mil)
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2c. Photos and Other Info 
on Urbanization by Region
i. Latin America

Mexico City - 2
Rio De Janiero (Brazil’s economy)

ii. Asia

Manila, Phillipines

iii. Africa
Sub-Saharan African Urbanization (CSIS)
Council on Foreign Relations
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/3497194.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/5112386.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/world/06/dharavi_slum/html/dharavi_slum_intro.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/4605935.stm
https://www.google.com/search?q=%22mexico+city%22&hl=en&prmd=imvns&source=lnms&tbm=isch&ei=uamNT-OTAcn4ggfkupzFBQ&sa=X&oi=mode_link&ct=mode&cd=2&ved=0CBUQ_AUoAQ&biw=1152&bih=583
http://encarta.msn.com/media_461551315_761569238_-1_1/Nezahualcoyotl_Mexico.html
http://borgenproject.org/z17.html
../../../Old Courses/Images Etc/urban/diagrams+pics/economia del mundo.gif
http://www.orientalarchitecture.com/
javascript:getMedia('ME',%20'11-Jul-2000',%20'4',%20'RM,WM');
https://www.csis.org/analysis/urbanization-sub-saharan-africa
https://www.cfr.org/blog/africa-fastest-urbanizing-place-planet

